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SB 1.1: Questions by the Sages 
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orh namo bhagavate vasudevaya 
janmady asya yato 'nvayad itaratas carthesv abhijnah svarat 
tene brahma hrda ya adi-kavaye muhyanti yat silrayah 
tejo-vari-mrdarh yatha vinimayo yatra tri-sargo 'mrsa 
dhamna svena sada nirasta-kuhakam satyam param dhlmahi 

TRANSLATION 

/ 

O my Lord, Sri Krsna, son of Vasudeva, O all-pervading Personality of 

/ 

Godhead, I offer my respectful obeisances unto You. I meditate upon Lord Sri 
Krsna because He is the Absolute Truth and the primeval cause of all causes of 
the creation, sustenance and destruction of the manifested universes. He is 
directly and indirectly conscious of all manifestations, and He is independent 
because there is no other cause beyond Him. It is He only who first imparted 
the Vedic knowledge unto the heart of Brahmaji, the original living being. By 
Him even the great sages and demigods are placed into illusion, as one is 
bewildered by the illusory representations of water seen in fire, or land seen on 
water. Only because of Him do the material universes, temporarily manifested 

by the reactions of the three modes of nature, appear factual, although they are 

/ 

unreal. I therefore meditate upon Him, Lord Sri Krsna, who is eternally 
existent in the transcendental abode, which is forever free from the illusory 
representations of the material world. I meditate upon Him, for He is the 
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Absolute Truth. 


IMPORTANT POINTS 

1. This work is described by Mahaprabhu Sri Caitanya as the spotless Purana 

because it contains the transcendental narration of the Personality of 

/ / 

Godhead Sri Krsna. The history of the Srimad-Bhagavatam is also very 
glorious. It was compiled by Sri Vyasadeva after he had attained maturity 

s 

in transcendental knowledge. He wrote this under the instructions of Sri 
NaradajI, his spiritual master. Vyasadeva compiled all Vedic literatures, 
containing the four divisions of the Vedas, the Vedanta-sutras (or the 
Brahma-sutras) , the Puranas, the M ahdbharata, and so on. But 
nevertheless he was not satisfied. His dissatisfaction was observed by his 
spiritual master, and thus Narada advised him to write on the 

s 

transcendental activities of Lord Sri Krsna. These transcendental 
activities are described specifically in the Bhagavatam's Tenth Canto, 
which is considered its substance. But in order to reach the very substance 
one must proceed gradually by developing knowledge of the categories. 

2. Some Mayavadl scholars argue that Srimad-Bhagavatam was not compiled 

s 

by Sri Vyasadeva. And some of them suggest that this book is a modern 
creation written by someone named Vopadeva. In order to refute such 
meaningless arguments, Sri Srldhara SvamI points out that there is 
reference to the B hagavatam in many of the oldest Puranas. 

3. This first sloka of the Bhagavatam begins with the Gayatrl mantra. There 
is reference to this in the M atsya Purana, which is the oldest Purana. In 
that Purana it is said about the Bhagavatam that in it there are many 
narrations of spiritual instructions, that it begins with the Gayatrl mantra, 
and that it contains the history of Vrtrasura. Anyone who makes a gift of 
this great work on a full moon day attains to the highest perfection of life 
by returning to Godhead. There is reference to the Bhagavatam in other 
Puranas also, where it is clearly stated that this work was finished in 
twelve cantos, which include eighteen thousand slokas. 

4. In the Padma Purana also there is reference to the Bhagavatam in a 
conversation between Gautama and Maharaja Ambarlsa. The king was 
advised therein to read regularly Srimad-Bhagavatam if he desired 
liberation from material bondage. Under the circumstances, there is no 
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doubt about the authority of the Bhagavatam. 

5. Within the past five hundred years, many erudite scholars and acaryas 
like Jlva GosvamI, Sanatana GosvamI, Visvanatha CakravartI, 
Vallabhacarya, and many other distinguished scholars even after the time 
of Lord Caitanya made elaborate commentaries on the Bhagavatam. And 
the serious student would do well to attempt to go through them to better 
relish the transcendental messages. 

6. This Srimad-Bhagavatam will gradually elevate the unbiased reader to the 
highest perfectional stage of transcendence. It will enable him to 
transcend the three modes of material activities: fruitive actions, 
speculative philosophy, and worship of functional deities as inculcated in 
Vedic verses. 

TEXT 2 

%j Riqc, I 

|| ^ || 

dharmah projjhita-kaitavo 'tra paramo nirmatsaranam satam 
vedyarh vastavam atra vastu sivadam tapa-trayonmulanam 
srlmad-bhagavate maha-muni-krte kim va parair isvarah 
sadyo hrdy avarudhyate 'tra krtibhih susrusubhis tat-ksanat 

SYNONYMS 

dharmah —religiosity; projjhita —completely rejected; kaitavah —covered by 
fruitive intention; atra —herein; paramah —the highest; nirmatsaranam —of 
the one-hundred-percent pure in heart; satam —devotees; vedyam — 
understandable; vastavam —factual; atra —herein; vastu —substance; sivadam — 
well-being; tapa-traya —threefold miseries; unmulanam —causing uprooting of; 
srimat —beautiful; bhagavate —the Bhagavata Parana; maha-muni —the great 
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sage (Vyasadeva); krte —having compiled; him —what is; va —the need; 
paraih —others; Isvarah —the Supreme Lord; sadyah —at once; hrdi —within the 
heart; avarudhyate —becomes compact; atra —herein; krtibhih —by the pious 
men; susrusubhih —by culture; tat-ksanat —without delay. 

TRANSLATION 

Completely rejecting all religious activities which are materially motivated, this 
Bhagavata Purana propounds the highest truth, which is understandable by 
those devotees who are fully pure in heart. The highest truth is reality 
distinguished from illusion for the welfare of all. Such truth uproots the 
threefold miseries. This beautiful Bhagavatam, compiled by the great sage 
Vyasadeva [in his maturity], is sufficient in itself for God realization. What is 
the need of any other scripture? As soon as one attentively and submissively 
hears the message of the Bhagavatam, by this culture of knowledge the Supreme 
Lord is established within his heart. 

IMPORTANT POINTS 

1. The proper method for receiving this transcendental message is to hear it 
submissively. A challenging attitude cannot help one realize this 
transcendental message. One particular word is used herein for proper 
guidance. This word is susrusu. One must be anxious to hear this 
transcendental message. The desire to sincerely hear is the first 
qualification. 

2. Less fortunate persons are not at all interested in hearing this Srimad- 
Bhagavatam. The process is simple, but the application is difficult. 
Unfortunate people find enough time to hear idle social and political 
conversations, but when invited to attend a meeting of devotees to hear 
Srimad-Bhagavatam they suddenly become reluctant, or they indulge in 
hearing the portion of the Bhagavatam they are unfit to hear. 

3. Srimad-Bhagavatam is meant to be heard from the beginning. Those who 
are fit to assimilate this work are mentioned in this sloka: "One becomes 
qualified to hear Srimad-Bhagavatam after many pious deeds." 

4. The intelligent person, with thoughtful discretion, can be assured by the 
great sage Vyasadeva that he can realize the Supreme Personality directly 
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by hearing Srimad-Bhagavatam. Without undergoing the different stages 
of realization set forth in the Vedas , one can be lifted immediately to the 
position of paramahamsa simply by agreeing to receive this message. 

TEXT 3 

*IPlcR JJpjt II 3 II 

nigama-kalpa-taror galitam phalam 
suka-mukhad amrta-drava-samyutam 
pibata bhagavatarin rasam a-layam 
muhur aho rasika bhuvi bhavukah 

SYNONYMS 

nigama —the Vedic literatures; kalpa-taroh —the desire tree; galitam —fully 
matured; phalam —fruit; suka —Srlla Sukadeva Gosvami, the original speaker of 
Srimad-Bhagavatam; mukhat —from the lips of; amrta —nectar; drava — 
semisolid and soft and therefore easily swallowable; samyutam —perfect in all 
respects; pibata —do relish it; bhagavatam —the book dealing in the science of 
the eternal relation with the Lord; rasam —juice (that which is relishable); a- 
layam —until liberation, or even in a liberated condition; muhuh —always; 
aho —O; rasikah —those who are full in the knowledge of mellows; bhuvi —on 
the earth; bhavukah —expert and thoughtful. 

TRANSLATION 

O expert and thoughtful men, relish Srimad-Bhagavatam, the mature fruit of 

/ / 

the desire tree of Vedic literatures. It emanated from the lips of Sri Sukadeva 
Gosvami. Therefore this fruit has become even more tasteful, although its 
nectarean juice was already relishable for all, including liberated souls. 

IMPORTANT POINTS 

1. In the two previous slokas it has been definitely proved that the Srimad- 
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Bhagavatam is the sublime literature which surpasses all other Vedic 
scriptures due to its transcendental qualities. It is transcendental to all 
mundane activities and mundane knowledge. In this sloka it is stated that 
Srimad-Bhagavatam is not only a superior literature but is the ripened 
fruit of all Vedic literatures. 

2. In other words, it is the cream of all Vedic knowledge. Considering all 
this, patient and submissive hearing is definitely essential. With great 
respect and attention, one should receive the message and lessons 
imparted by the Srimad-Bhagavatam. 

3. In this sloka, it is definitely stated that spiritual rasa, which is relished 
even in the liberated stage, can be experienced in the literature of the 
Srimad-Bhagavatam due to its being the ripened fruit of all Vedic 
knowledge. By submissively hearing this transcendental literature, one 
can attain the full pleasure of his heart's desire. But one must be very 
careful to hear the message from the right source. 

4. Srimad-Bhagavatam is exactly received from the right source because it 
was brought by Narada Muni from the spiritual world and given to his 

s 

disciple Sri Vyasadeva. The latter in turn delivered the message to his son 
Srlla Sukadeva GosvamI, and Srlla Sukadeva GosvamI delivered the 
message to Maharaja Parlksit during the seven days before the King's 
death. 

s s 

5. Srlla Sukadeva GosvamI was a liberated soul from his very birth. He was 
liberated even in the womb of his mother, and he did not undergo any 

sort of spiritual training after his birth. At birth no one is qualified, 

/ / 

neither in the mundane nor in the spiritual sense. But Sri Sukadeva 
GosvamI, due to his being a perfectly liberated soul, did not have to 
undergo an evolutionary process for spiritual realization. Yet despite his 
being a completely liberated person situated in the transcendental 
position above the three material modes, he was attracted to this 
transcendental rasa of the Supreme Personality of Godhead, who is 
adored by liberated souls who sing Vedic hymns. The Supreme Lord's 
pastimes are more attractive to liberated souls than to mundane people. 
He is of necessity not impersonal because it is only possible to carry on 
transcendental rasa with a person. 

6. In the Srimad-Bhagavatam the transcendental pastimes of the Lord are 

/ s 

narrated, and the narration is systematically depicted by Srlla Sukadeva 
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Gosvaml. Thus the subject matter is appealing to all classes of persons, 
including those who seek liberation to relish the humor of becoming one 
with the supreme whole. 

7. In Sanskrit the parrot is also known as suka. When a ripened fruit is cut 
by the red beaks of such birds, its sweet flavor is enhanced. The Vedic 

fruit which is mature and ripe in knowledge is spoken through the lips of 

/ / 

Srlla Sukadeva Gosvaml, who is compared to the parrot not for his ability 
to recite the Bhagavatam exactly as he heard it from his learned father, 
but for his ability to present the work in a manner that would appeal to 
all classes of men. 

/ / 

8. The subject matter is so presented through the lips of Srlla Sukadeva 
Gosvaml that any sincere listener who hears submissively can at once 
relish transcendental tastes which are distinct from the perverted tastes 
of the material world. The ripened fruit is not dropped all of a sudden 
from the highest planet of Krsnaloka. Rather, it has come down carefully 
through the chain of disciplic succession without change or disturbance. 

9. Foolish people who are not in the transcendental disciplic succession 

commit great blunders by trying to understand the highest transcendental 

rasa, known as the rasa dance, without following in the footsteps of 
/ 

Sukadeva Gosvaml, who presents this fruit very carefully by stages of 

transcendental realization. One should be intelligent enough to know the 

position of Srlmad-Bhagavatam by considering personalities like 
/ 

Sukadeva Gosvaml, who deals with the subject so carefully. 

10. This process of disciplic succession of the Bhagavata school suggests that 
in the future also, for all time, Srlmad-Bhagavatam has to be understood 

s / 

from a person who is factually a representative of Srlla Sukadeva 
Gosvaml. 

11. One should conclude, therefore, that the serious student of rasa should 

receive the message of the Bhagavatam in the chain of disciplic succession 
/ / 

from Srlla Sukadeva Gosvaml, who describes the Bhagavatam from its 
very beginning and not whimsically to satisfy the mundaner who has very 
little knowledge in transcendental science. Srlmad-Bhagavatam is so 
carefully presented that a sincere and serious person can at once enjoy 
the ripened fruit of Vedic knowledge simply by drinking the nectarean 

s 

juice through the mouth of Sukadeva Gosvaml or his bona fide 
representative. 
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TEXT 4 

tT=T M'li'-Lt-hl'-l II H II 

naimise 'nimisa-ksetre 
rsayah saunakadayah 
satrarh svargaya lokaya 
sahasra-samam asata 

SYNONYMS 

naimise — in the forest known as Naimisaranya; animisa-ksetre —the spot which 
is especially a favorite of Visnu (who does not close His eyelids); rsayah —sages; 
saunaka-aday ah —headed by the sage Saunaka; satram —sacrifice; svargaya — 
the Lord who is glorified in heaven; lokaya — and for the devotees who are 
always in touch with the Lord; sahasra — one thousand; samam —years; asata — 
performed. 


TRANSLATION 

Once, in a holy place in the forest of Naimisaranya, great sages headed by the 
sage Saunaka assembled to perform a great thousand-year sacrifice for the 
satisfaction of the Lord and His devotees. 

IMPORTANT POINTS 

/ / / 

1. Srimad-Bhagavatam, after its first recitation by Srlla Sukadeva GosvamI, 

was repeated for the second time at Naimisaranya. 

2. In the Vayaviya Tantra, it is said that Brahma, the engineer of this 
particular universe, contemplated a great wheel which could enclose the 
universe. The hub of this great circle was fixed at a particular place known 
as Naimisaranya. Similarly, there is another reference to the forest of 
Naimisaranya in the Varaha Parana, where it is stated that by 
performance of sacrifice at this place, the strength of demoniac people is 
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curtailed. Thus brahmanas prefer Naimisaranya for such sacrificial 
performances. 

3. The devotees of Lord Visnu offer all kinds of sacrifices for His pleasure. 
The devotees are always attached to the service of the Lord, whereas 
fallen souls are attached to the pleasures of material existence. In the 
B hagavad-gita, it is said that anything performed in the material world for 
any reason other than for the pleasure of Lord Visnu causes further 
bondage for the performer. It is enjoined therefore that all acts must be 
performed sacrificially for the satisfaction of Visnu and His devotees. This 
will bring everyone peace and prosperity. 

TEXT 5 

^ WFZJ ^ Pn^T^TBRT: I 

II * II 

ta ekada tu munayah 
pratar huta-hutagnayah 
sat-krtam sutam dslnarh 
papracchur idam adarat 

SYNONYMS 

te — the sages; ekada — one day; tu — but; munayah —sages; pratah —morning; 

huta — burning; huta-agnayah —the sacrificial fire; sat-krtam —due respects; 

/ 

sutam —Sri Suta GosvamI; aslnam —seated on; papracchuh —made inquiries; 
idam —on this (as follows); adarat — with due regards. 

TRANSLATION 

One day, after finishing their morning duties by burning a sacrificial fire and 
offering a seat of esteem to Srlla Suta GosvamI, the great sages made inquiries, 
with great respect, about the following matters. 
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IMPORTANT POINTS 

1. Morning is the best time to hold spiritual services. The great sages offered 
the speaker of the Bhagavatam an elevated seat of respect called the 
vyasasana, or the seat of Sri Vyasadeva. 

2. Sri Vyasadeva is the original spiritual preceptor for all men. And all other 
preceptors are considered to be his representatives. A representative is 

s s 

one who can exactly present the viewpoint of Sri Vyasadeva. Sri 

/ 

Vyasadeva impregnated the message of the Bhagavatam unto Srlla 
Sukadeva GosvamI, and Sri Suta GosvamI heard it from him (Sri 
Sukadeva GosvamI). 

s 

3. All bona fide representatives of Sri Vyasadeva in the chain of disciplic 
succession are to be understood to be gosvamls. These gosvamls restrain all 
their senses, and they stick to the path made by the previous acaryas. The 
gosvamls do not deliver lectures on the Bhagavatam capriciously. Rather, 
they execute their services most carefully, following their predecessors, 
who delivered the spiritual message unbroken to them. 

4. Those who listen to the Bhagavatam may put questions to the speaker in 
order to elicit the clear meaning, but this should not be done in a 
challenging spirit. One must submit questions with great regard for the 
speaker and the subject matter. This is also the way recommended in the 
B hagavad-glta. One must learn the transcendental subject by submissive 
aural reception from the right sources. Therefore these sages addressed 
the speaker Suta GosvamI with great respect. 

TEXT 6 

wt ^iunq i 

3ik°4MM , 4'4lHiA vi4$ii«iPi ii § ii 

rsaya ucuh 
tvaya khalu puranani 
setihasani canagha 
akhydtany apy adhltani 
dharma-sastrani yany uta 
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SYNONYMS 

rsayah —the sages; ucuh —said; tvaya —by you; khalu —undoubtedly; 
puranani —the supplements to the Vedas with illustrative narrations; sa- 
itihasani —along with the histories; ca —and; anagha —freed from all vices; 
akhyatani —explained; api —although; adhltani —well read; dharma-sastrani — 
scriptures giving right directions to progressive life; yani —all these; uta —said. 

TRANSLATION 

The sages said: Respected Suta Gosvami, you are completely free from all vice. 
You are well versed in all the scriptures famous for religious life, and in the 
Puranas and the histories as well, for you have gone through them under proper 
guidance and have also explained them. 

IMPORTANT POINTS 

1. A gosvdmi, or the bona fide representative of Sri Vyasadeva, must be free 
from all kinds of vices. The four major vices are (1) illicit connection with 
women, (2) animal slaughter, (3) intoxication, (4) speculative gambling 
of all sorts. A gosvdmi must be free from all these vices before he can dare 
sit on the vyasasana. 

2. No one should be allowed to sit on the vyasasana who is not spotless in 
character and who is not freed from the above-mentioned vices. He 
should not only be freed from all such vices but must also be well versed 
in all revealed scriptures, or the Vedas. The Puranas are also parts of the 
Vedas. And histories like the M ahdbharata or Ramayana are also parts of 
the Vedas. The acarya or the gosvdmi must be well acquainted with all 
these literatures. 

3. Hearing is called sravana, and explaining is called klrtana. The two 
processes of sravana and klrtana are of primary importance to progressive 
spiritual life. Only one who has properly grasped the transcendental 
knowledge from the right source by submissive hearing can properly 
explain the subject. 
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TEXT 7 

M *rwt «IW<W U I: I 
3Ri f^<|: II ^ II 

yani veda-vidam srestho 
bhagavan badarayanah 
anye ca munayah suta 
paravara-vido viduh 

SYNONYMS 

yani —all that; veda-vidam —scholars of the Vedas; sresthah —seniormost; 
bhagavan —incarnation of Godhead; badarayanah —Vyasadeva; anye —others; 
ca —and; munayah —the sages; suta —O Suta GosvamI; para-vara-vidah —the 
learned scholars who are conversant with physical and metaphysical knowledge; 
viduh —one who knows. 


TRANSLATION 

Being the eldest learned Vedantist, O Suta GosvamI, you are acquainted with 
the knowledge of Vyasadeva, who is the incarnation of Godhead, and you also 
know other sages who are fully versed in all kinds of physical and metaphysical 
knowledge. 


IMPORTANT POINTS 

1. Srimad-Bhagavatam is a natural commentation on the Brahma-sutra, or 
the B adarayani Vedanta-siitras. It is called natural because Vyasadeva is 
author of both the Vedanta-sutras and Srimad-Bhagavatam, or the essence 
of all Vedic literatures. Besides Vyasadeva, there are other sages who are 
the authors of six different philosophical systems, namely Gautama, 
Kanada, Kapila, Patanjali, Jaimini and Astavakra. Theism is explained 
completely in the Vedanta-sutra, whereas in other systems of 
philosophical speculations, practically no mention is given to the ultimate 
cause of all causes. 


www.ibmedu.org 


Page 12 







Brajasundara Dasa Notes 


ISKCON Bhagavata Mahavidyalaya 


2. One can sit on the vyasasana only after being conversant in all systems of 
philosophy so that one can present fully the theistic views of the 

s 

Bhagavatam in defiance of all other systems. Srlla Suta GosvamI was the 
proper teacher, and therefore the sages at Naimisaranya elevated him to 

s 

the vyasasana. Srlla Vyasadeva is designated herein as the Personality of 
Godhead because he is the authorized empowered incarnation. 

TEXT 8 

^ ^ HTcHW^Id, I 

ii ^ ii 

vettha tv am saumya tat sarvarh 
tattvatas tad-anugrahat 
bruyuh snigdhasya sisyasya 
guravo guhyam apy uta 

SYNONYMS 

vettha — you are well conversant; tvam —Your Honor; saumya — one who is pure 
and simple; tat — those; sarvam —all; tattvatah —in fact; tat — their; anugrahat — 
by the favor of; bruyuh — will tell; snigdhasya — of the one who is submissive; 
sisyasya — of the disciple; guravah —the spiritual masters; guhyam —secret; api 
uta — endowed with. 


TRANSLATION 

And because you are submissive, your spiritual masters have endowed you with 
all the favors bestowed upon a gentle disciple. Therefore, you can tell us all that 
you have scientifically learned from them. 

IMPORTANT POINTS 

1. The secret of success in spiritual life is in satisfying the spiritual master 

s 

and thereby getting his sincere blessings. Srlla Visvanatha CakravartI 
Thakura has sung in his famous eight stanzas on the spiritual master as 
follows: "I offer my respectful obeisances unto the lotus feet of my spiritual 
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master. Only by his satisfaction can one please the Personality of 
Godhead, and when he is dissatisfied there is only havoc on the path of 
spiritual realization." It is essential, therefore, that a disciple be very much 
obedient and submissive to the bona fide spiritual master. 

2. Srlla Suta GosvamI fulfilled all these qualifications as a disciple, and 
therefore he was endowed with all favors by his learned and self-realized 
spiritual masters such as Srlla Vyasadeva and others. The sages of 
Naimisaranya were confident that Srlla Suta GosvamI was bona fide. 
Therefore they were anxious to hear from him. 

TEXT 9 

■pil+Md: II % II 

tatra tatranjasayusman 
bhavata yad viniscitam 
pumsam ekantatah sreyas 
tan nah samsitum arhasi 

SYNONYMS 

tatra — thereof; tatra — thereof; anjasa — made easy; ayusman —blessed with a 
long duration of life; bhavata — by your good self; yat — whatever; viniscitam — 
ascertained; pumsam —for the people in general; ekantatah —absolutely; 
sreyah —ultimate good; tat — that; nah —to us; samsitum —to explain; arhasi — 
deserve. 


TRANSLATION 

Question 1: Please, therefore, being blessed with many years, explain to us, in 
an easily understandable way, what you have ascertained to be the absolute and 
ultimate good for the people in general. 
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IMPORTANT POINTS 

1. The acaryas and gosvamis are always absorbed in thought of the well-being 
of the general public, especially their spiritual well-being. Spiritual well¬ 
being is automatically followed by material well-being. 

2. The acaryas therefore give directions in spiritual well-being for people in 
general. Foreseeing the incompetencies of the people in this Age of Kali, 
or the iron age of quarrel, the sages requested that Suta GosvamI give a 
summary of all revealed scriptures because the people of this age are 
condemned in every respect. The sages, therefore, inquired of the absolute 
good, which is the ultimate good for the people. The condemned state of 
affairs of the people of this age is described as follows. 


TEXT 10 

wzj-- ii ii 

prayenalpayusah sabhya 
kalav asmin yuge janah 
mandah sumanda-matayo 
manda-bhagya hy upadrutah 

SYNONYMS 

prayena — almost always; alpa — meager; ayusah —duration of life; sabhya — 
member of a learned society; kalau — in this Age of Kali (quarrel); asmin — 
herein; yuge — age; janah —the public; mandah —lazy; sumanda-matayah — 
misguided; manda-bhagyah —unlucky; hi —and above all; upadrutah —disturbed. 

TRANSLATION 

O learned one, in this iron Age of Kali men almost always have but short lives. 
They are quarrelsome, lazy, misguided, unlucky and, above all, always 
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disturbed. 


IMPORTANT POINTS 

1. In this age, men are victims not only of different political creeds and 
parties, but also of many different types of sense-gratificatory diversions, 
such as cinemas, sports, gambling, clubs, mundane libraries, bad 
association, smoking, drinking, cheating, pilfering, bickerings, and so on. 
Their minds are always disturbed and full of anxieties due to so many 
different engagements. 

2. In this age, many unscrupulous men manufacture their own religious 
faiths, which are not based on any revealed scriptures, and very often 
people who are addicted to sense gratification are attracted by such 
institutions. Consequently, in the name of religion so many sinful acts are 
being carried on that the people in general have neither peace of mind 
nor health of body. 

3. The sages of Naimisaranya are anxious to disentangle all fallen souls, and 
here they are seeking the remedy from Srlla Suta Gosvami. 

TEXT 11 

hR+hPi ailrMlft I 

3R: irftw I 

wr^iRi gntfteft ii n n 

bhurlni bhuri-karmani 
srotavyani vibhagasah 
atah sadho 'tra yat saram 
samuddhrtya manlsaya 
bruhi bhadraya bhutanam 
yenatma suprasldati 

SYNONYMS 

bhurlni —multifarious; bhuri —many; karmani —duties; srotavyani —to be 
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learned; vibhagasah —by divisions of subject matter; atah —therefore; sadho —O 
sage; atra —herein; yat —whatever; saram —essence; samuddhrtya —by 
selection; manlsaya —to the best of your knowledge; bruhi —please tell us; 
bhadraya —for the good of; bhutanam —the living beings; yena —by which; 
atma —the self; suprasldati —becomes fully satisfied. 

TRANSLATION 

Question 2: There are many varieties of scriptures, and in all of them there are 
many prescribed duties, which can be learned only after many years of study in 
their various divisions. Therefore, O sage, please select the essence of all these 
scriptures and explain it for the good of all living beings, so that by such 
instruction their hearts may be fully satisfied. 

IMPORTANT POINTS 

1 . There are many varieties of approaches which are recommended for 

different types of living beings in different times and at different places. 

Consequently, the numbers of revealed scriptures are innumerable. There 

are different methods and prescribed duties recommended in these 

various scriptures. Taking into consideration the fallen condition of the 

people in general in this Age of Kali, the sages of Naimisaranya suggested 
✓ 

that Sri Suta GosvamI relate the essence of all such scriptures because in 
this age it is not possible for the fallen souls to understand and undergo 
all the lessons of all these various scriptures in a varna and asrama system. 

TEXT 12 

g? 3 WIFt H1FHT i#: I 

c|q^c|FT ^ II ?=> II 

suta janasi bhadram te 
bhagavan satvatam patih 
devakyam vasudevasya 
jato yasya ciklrsaya 
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SYNONYMS 

suta —O Suta GosvamI; janasi —you know; bhadram te —all blessings upon you; 
bhagavan —the Personality of Godhead; satvatam —of the pure devotees; 
patih —the protector; devakyam —in the womb of Devakl; vasudevasya —by 
Vasudeva; jatah —born of; yasya —for the purpose of; ciklrsaya —executing. 

TRANSLATION 

Question 3: All blessings upon you, O Suta GosvamI. You know for what 
purpose the Personality of Godhead appeared in the womb of Devakl as the son 
of Vasudeva. 


IMPORTANT POINTS 

1. Sat means the Absolute Truth. And persons who are servitors of the 
Absolute Truth are called satvatas. And the Personality of Godhead who 
protects such pure devotees is known as the protector of the satvatas. 

2. Bhadram te, or "blessings upon you," indicates the sages' anxiety to know 

/ 

the Absolute Truth from the speaker. Lord Sri Krsna, the Supreme 
Personality of Godhead, appeared to Devakl, the wife of Vasudeva. 
Vasudeva is the symbol of the transcendental position wherein the 
appearance of the Supreme Lord takes place. 

TEXT 13 

^nh lil >pai afarc ^ w ^ ii ?? ii 

tan nah susrusamananam 
arhasy anganuvarnitum 
yasyavataro bhutanam 
ksemaya ca bhavaya ca 

SYNONYMS 

tat —those; nah —unto us; susrusamananam —those who are endeavoring for; 
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arhasi —ought to do it; ariga —O Suta GosvamI; anuvarnitum —to explain by 
following in the footsteps of previous acaryas; yasya —whose; avatarah — 
incarnation; bhutanam —of the living beings; ksemaya —for good; ca —and; 
bhavaya —upliftment; ca —and. 

TRANSLATION 

O Suta GosvamI, we are eager to learn about the Personality of Godhead and 
His incarnations. Please explain to us those teachings imparted by previous 
masters [acaryas], for one is uplifted both by speaking them and by hearing 
them. 


IMPORTANT POINTS 

1. The conditions for hearing the transcendental message of the Absolute 
Truth are set forth herein. The first condition is that the audience must 
be very sincere and eager to hear. And the speaker must be in the line of 
disciplic succession from the recognized acarya. 

2. In the case of Suta GosvamI and the sages of Naimisaranya, all these 

s s 

conditions are fulfilled because Srlla Suta GosvamI is in the line of Srlla 
Vyasadeva and because the sages of Naimisaranya are all sincere souls who 
are anxious to learn the truth. Thus the transcendental topics of Lord Sri 
Krsna's superhuman activities, His incarnation, His birth, appearance or 
disappearance, His forms, His names and so on are all easily 
understandable because all requirements are fulfilled. Such discourses 
help all men on the path of spiritual realization. 

TEXT 14 

31TO: HtP %T WT I 

to trai Ri^h tro wt ii ii 

apannah samsrtim ghoram 
yan-nama vivaso grnan 
tatah sadyo vimucyeta 
yad bibheti svayarh bhayam 
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SYNONYMS 

apannah —being entangled; sarhsrtim —in the hurdle of birth and death; 
ghoram —too complicated; yat —what; nama — the absolute name; vivasah — 
unconsciously; grnan —chanting; tatah —from that; sadyah —at once; 
vimucyeta — gets freedom; yat — that which; bibheti — fears; svayam —personally; 
bhayam —fear itself. 


TRANSLATION 

Saunaka Rishi: Living beings who are entangled in the complicated meshes of 
birth and death can be freed immediately by even unconsciously chanting the 
holy name of Krsna, which is feared by fear personified. 

IMPORTANT POINTS 

1. Vasudeva, or Lord Krsna, the Absolute Personality of Godhead, is the 
supreme controller of everything, and as such He is feared by all others. 
There is no one in creation who is not afraid of the rage of the Almighty. 
Great asuras like Ravana, Hiranyakasipu, Kariisa and others, who were 
very powerful living entities, were all killed by the Personality of 
Godhead. 

2. And the almighty Vasudeva has empowered His name with the powers of 
His personal Self. Everything directly related to Him is identical with 
Him. It is stated herein that the name of Krsna is feared even by fear 
personified. This indicates that the name of Krsna is nondifferent from 
Krsna. Therefore, the name of Krsna is as powerful as Lord Krsna Himself. 
There is no difference at all. Anyone, therefore, can take advantage of 

s 

the holy names of Lord Sri Krsna even in the midst of the greatest 
dangers. 

3. The transcendental name of Krsna, even though uttered unconsciously or 
by force of circumstances, can help one obtain freedom from the hurdle 
of birth and death. 
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TEXT 15 

5IWRI: I 

tret || n || 

yat-pada-samsrayah suta 
munayah prasamayanah 
sadyah punanty upasprstah 
svardhuny-apo 'nusevaya 

SYNONYMS 

yat —whose; pada —lotus feet; samsrayah —those who have taken shelter of; 
suta —O Suta GosvamI; munayah —great sages; prasamayanah —absorbed in 
devotion to the Supreme; sadyah —at once; punanti —sanctify; upasprstah — 
simply by association; svardhunl —of the sacred Ganges; apah —water; 
anusevaya —bringing into use. 


TRANSLATION 

O Suta, those great sages who have completely taken shelter of the lotus feet of 
the Lord can at once sanctify those who come in touch with them, whereas the 
waters of the Ganges can sanctify only after prolonged use. 

IMPORTANT POINTS 

1. Pure devotees of the Lord are more powerful than the waters of the sacred 
river Ganges. One can derive spiritual benefit out of prolonged use of the 
Ganges waters. But one can be sanctified at once by the mercy of a pure 
devotee of the Lord. 

2. To take shelter of the lotus feet of the Lord means to take shelter of the 
pure devotees. Anyone, therefore, who takes shelter of the lotus feet of a 
pure devotee by accepting the pure devotee as his spiritual master can be 
at once purified. Such devotees of the Lord are honored equally with the 
Lord because they are engaged in the most confidential service of the 
Lord, for they deliver out of the material world the fallen souls, whom the 
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Lord wants to return home, back to Godhead. Such pure devotees are 
better known as vice-lords, according to revealed scriptures. 

3. The sincere disciples of a pure devotee consider him equal with the Lord, 
but the pure devotee always considers himself to be a humble servant of 
the servant of the Lord [Cc. Madhya 13.80]. This is the pure devotional 
path. 


TEXT 16 


ko va bhagavatas tasya 
punya-slokedya-karmanah 
suddhi-kamo na srnuyad 
yasah kali-malapaham 

SYNONYMS 

kah —who; va —rather; bhagavatah —of the Lord; tasya —His; punya —virtuous; 
sloka-idya —worshipable by prayers; karmanah —deeds; suddhi-kamah — 
desiring deliverance from all sins; na —not; srnuyat —does hear; yasah —glories; 
kali —of the age of quarrel; mala-apaham —the agent for sanctification. 

TRANSLATION 

Who is there, desiring deliverance from the vices of the age of quarrel, who is 
not willing to hear the virtuous glories of the Lord? 

IMPORTANT POINTS 

1. The Age of Kali is the most condemned age due to its quarrelsome 
features. Kali-yuga is so saturated with vicious habits that there is a great 
fight at the slightest misunderstanding. Those who are engaged in the 
pure devotional service of the Lord, who are without any desire for self- 
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aggrandizement, and who are freed from the effects of fruitive actions and 
dry philosophical speculations are capable of getting out of the 
estrangements of this complicated age. 

2. The leaders of the people are very much anxious to live in peace and 
friendship, but they have no information of the simple method of hearing 
the glories of the Lord. If we want actual peace, we must open the road to 
understanding of the Supreme Lord Krsna and glorify Him for His 
virtuous activities as they are depicted in the pages of Srimad-Bhagavatam. 

TEXT 17 

MRjfldlA I 

c^: cPc5T: || || 

tasya karmany udarani 
parigitani siiribhih 
bruhi nah sraddadhananam 
lllaya dadhatah kalah 

SYNONYMS 

tasya —His; karmani —transcendental acts; udarani —magnanimous; 
parigitani —broadcast; siiribhih —by the great souls; bruhi —please speak; nah — 
unto us; sraddadhananam —ready to receive with respect; lllaya —pastimes; 
dadhatah —advented; kalah —incarnations. 


TRANSLATION 

Question 4: His transcendental acts are magnificent and gracious, and great 
learned sages like Narada sing of them. Please, therefore, speak to us, who are 
eager to hear, about the adventures He performs in His various incarnations. 

IMPORTANT POINTS 

1. The Personality of Godhead is never inactive as some less intelligent 
persons suggest. His works are magnificent and magnanimous. His 
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creations both material and spiritual are all wonderful and contain all 

- _ y 

variegatedness. They are described nicely by such liberated souls as Srlla 

s 

Narada, Vyasa, Valmlki, Devala, Asita, Madhva, Sri Caitanya, Ramanuja, 

s 

Visnu SvamI, Nimbarka, Srldhara, Visvanatha, Baladeva, Bhaktivinoda, 
Siddhanta Sarasvatl and many other learned and self-realized souls. 

2. Those who are not conversant with the activities of the Lord and His 
transcendental realm are sometimes favored by the Lord in His 
adventures as incarnations, wherein He displays the eternal bliss of His 
association in the transcendental realm. By such activities He attracts the 
conditioned souls of the material world. 

3. As the supreme controller of both the material and spiritual worlds, the 
Lord has different incarnations of unlimited categories. Incarnations like 
Brahma, Rudra, Manu, Prthu and Vyasa are His material qualitative 

incarnations, but His incarnations like Rama, Narasimha, Varaha and 

/ 

Vamana are His transcendental incarnations. Lord Sri Krsna is the 
fountainhead of all incarnations, and He is therefore the cause of all 
causes. 


TEXT 18 

II II 

athakhyahi harer dhlmann 
avatara-kathah subhah 
Ilia vidadhatah svairam 
Isvarasyatma-mayaya 

SYNONYMS 

atha —therefore; akhyahi —describe; hareh —of the Lord; dhlman —O sagacious 
one; avatara —incarnations; kathah —narratives; subhah —auspicious; Ilia — 
adventures; vidadhatah —performed; svairam —pastimes; Isvarasya —of the 
supreme controller; atma —personal; mayaya —energies. 
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TRANSLATION 

Question 5: O wise Suta, please narrate to us the transcendental pastimes of the 
Supreme Godhead’s multi-incarnations. Such auspicious adventures and 
pastimes of the Lord, the supreme controller, are performed by His internal 
powers. 


IMPORTANT POINTS 

1. For the creation, maintenance and destruction of the material worlds, the 
Supreme Lord Personality of Godhead Himself appears in many 
thousands of forms of incarnations, and the specific adventures found in 
those transcendental forms are all-auspicious. 

2. Both those who are present during such activities and those who hear the 
transcendental narrations of such activities are benefited. 

TEXT 19 

SR g 1 f^RFT i 

TTTsrmt ^ ^ ii ii 

vayarh tu na vitrpyama 
uttama-sloka-vikrame 
yac-chrnvatam rasa-jndnarh 
svadu svadu pade pade 

SYNONYMS 

vayam —we; tu —but; na —not; vitrpyamah —shall be at rest; uttama-sloka —the 
Personality of Godhead, who is glorified by transcendental prayers; vihrame — 
adventures; yat —which; srnvatam —by continuous hearing; rasa —humor; 
jndnam —those who are conversant with; svadu —relishing; svadu —palatable; 
pade pade —at every step. 
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TRANSLATION 

We never tire of hearing the transcendental pastimes of the Personality of 
Godhead, who is glorified by hymns and prayers. Those who have developed a 
taste for transcendental relationships with Him relish hearing His pastimes at 
every moment. 


IMPORTANT POINTS 

1. There is a great difference between mundane stories, fiction, or history 
and the transcendental pastimes of the Lord. The histories of the whole 
universe contain references to the pastimes of the incarnations of the 
Lord. 

2. The Ramayana, the M ahabharata, and the Puranas are histories of bygone 
ages recorded in connection with the pastimes of the incarnations of the 
Lord and therefore remain fresh even after repeated readings. 

TEXT 20 

'Ftrart ffe Hi? I 

II 5° II 

krtavan kila karmani 
saha ramena kesavah 
atimartyani bhagavan 
gudhah kapata-manusah 

SYNONYMS 

krtavan —done by; kila —what; karmani —acts; saha —along with; ramena — 
Balarama; kesavah —Sri Krsna; atimartyani —superhuman; bhagavan —the 
Personality of Godhead; gudhah —masked as; kapata —apparently; manusah — 
human being. 
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TRANSLATION 

✓ 

Lord Sri Krsna, the Personality of Godhead, along with Balarama, played like a 
human being, and so masked He performed many superhuman acts. 

IMPORTANT POINTS 

1. In the Bhagavad-gita, the Lord says that His birth and deeds are 

transcendental and that anyone who is so fortunate as to know the 

transcendental nature of His birth and deeds will at once become 

liberated and eligible to return to the kingdom of God. So knowledge of 

/ 

the transcendental nature of the birth and deeds of Lord Sri Krsna is 
sufficient for liberation. 

2. In the Bhagavatam, the transcendental nature of the Lord is described in 
nine cantos, and in the Tenth Canto His specific pastimes are taken up. 
All this becomes known as one's reading of this literature progresses. It is 
important to note here, however, that the Lord exhibited His divinity 
even from the lap of His mother, that His deeds are all superhuman (He 
lifted Govardhana Hill at the age of seven), and that all these acts 
definitely prove Him to be actually the Supreme Personality of Godhead. 
Yet, due to His mystic covering, He was always accepted as an ordinary 
human child by His so-called father and mother and other relatives. 

3. Whenever some herculean task was performed by Him, the father and 
mother took it otherwise. And they remained satisfied with unflinching 
parental love for their son. As such, the sages of Naimisaranya describe 
Him as apparently resembling a human being, but actually He is the 
supreme almighty Personality of Godhead. 


TEXT 21 

3fl#TT g(M^U| H8FW sf: II 5? II 


kalim agatam ajnaya 
ksetre 'smin vaisnave vayam 


www.ibmedu.org 


Page 27 








Brajasundara Dasa Notes 


ISKCON Bhagavata Mahavidyalaya 


aslna dlrgha-satrena 
kathayam saksana hareh 

SYNONYMS 

kalim —the Age of Kali (iron age of quarrel); agatam —having arrived; djnaya — 
knowing this; ksetre —in this tract of land; asmin —in this; vaisnave —specially 
meant for the devotee of the Lord; vayam —we; aslnah —seated; dlrgha — 
prolonged; satrena —for performance of sacrifices; kathayam —in the words of; 
sa-ksanah —with time at our disposal; hareh —of the Personality of Godhead. 

TRANSLATION 

Knowing well that the Age of Kali has already begun, we are assembled here in 
this holy place to hear at great length the transcendental message of Godhead 
and in this way perform sacrifice. 

IMPORTANT POINTS 

1. In the Kali-yuga, the maximum duration of life being one hundred years 
only, and that combined with various difficulties, the recommended 
process of self-realization is that of hearing and chanting of the holy 
name, fame, and pastimes of the Lord. 

2. The sages of Naimisaranya began this process in a place meant specifically 
for the devotees of the Lord. They prepared themselves to hear the 
pastimes of the Lord over a period of one thousand years. By the example 
of these sages one should learn that regular hearing and recitation of the 
Bhagavatam is the only way for self-realization. Other attempts are simply 
a waste of time, for they do not give any tangible results. 

s 

3. Lord Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu preached this system of Bhagavata- 
dharma, and He recommended that all those who were born in India 

s 

should take the responsibility of broadcasting the messages of Lord Sri 
Krsna, primarily the message of the bhagavad-glta. And when one is well 
established in the teachings of the Bhagavad-glta, he can take up the study 
of Srlmad-Bhagavatam for further enlightenment in self-realization. 
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TEXT 22 

't’lc'J 'jffl r + u l'4F ^qiujqi^ || || 

tvarin nah sandarsito dhatra 
dustaram nistitirsatam 
kalim sattva-haram pumsarh 
karna-dhara ivarnavam 

SYNONYMS 

tvam —Your Goodness; nah —unto us; sandarsitah —meeting; dhatra —by 
providence; dustaram —insurmountable; nistitirsatam —for those desiring to 
cross over; kalim —the Age of Kali; sattva-haram —that which deteriorates the 
good qualities; purhsam —of a man; karna-dharah —captain; iva —as; arnavam — 
the ocean. 


TRANSLATION 

We think that we have met Your Goodness by the will of providence, just so 
that we may accept you as captain of the ship for those who desire to cross the 
difficult ocean of Kali, which deteriorates all the good qualities of a human 
being. 


IMPORTANT POINTS 

1. The Age of Kali is very dangerous for the human being. Human life is 
simply meant for self-realization, but due to this dangerous age, men have 
completely forgotten the aim of life. In this age, the life span will gradually 
decrease. People will gradually lose their memory, finer sentiments, 
strength, and better qualities. 

2. A list of the anomalies for this age is given in the Twelfth Canto of this 
work. And so this age is very difficult for those who want to utilize this 
life for self-realization. The people are so busy with sense gratification 
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that they completely forget about self-realization. Out of madness they 
frankly say that there is no need for self-realization because they do not 
realize that this brief life is but a moment on our great journey towards 
self-realization. 

3. Learned men, therefore, must be cautious of this age, and if they at all 

want to cross over the dangerous ocean of Kali, they must follow the 

/ 

footsteps of the sages of Naimisaranya and accept Sri Suta GosvamI or his 
bona fide representative as the captain of the ship. The ship is the message 
of Lord Sri Krsna in the shape of the Bhagavad-gita or the Srimad- 
Bhagavatam. 


TEXT 23 

sisM ’q’krff&T i 

FIT cHBIHtpl'W q’f ^ 31TO TO II 5? II 

bruhi yogesvare krsne 
brahmanye dharma-varmani 
svarh kastham adhunopete 
dharmah karri saranam gatah 

SYNONYMS 

bruhi —please tell; yoga-isvare —the Lord of all mystic powers; krsne —Lord 
Krsna; brahmanye —the Absolute Truth; dharma —religion; varmani — 
protector; svam —own; kastham —abode; adhuna —nowadays; upete —having 
gone away; dharmah —religion; kam —unto whom; saranam —shelter; gatah — 
gone. 


TRANSLATION 

Question 6: Since Sri Krsna, the Absolute Truth, the master of all mystic 
powers, has departed for His own abode, please tell us to whom the religious 
principles have now gone for shelter. 
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IMPORTANT POINTS 

1. Religion consists of the prescribed codes enunciated by the Personality of 
Godhead Himself. Whenever there is gross misuse or neglect of the 
principles of religion, the Supreme Lord appears Himself to restore 
religious principles. This is stated in the B hagavad-glta (4.8). Here the 
sages of Naimisaranya are inquiring about these principles. 

2. The reply to this question is given later: The Srimad-Bhagavatam is the 
transcendental sound representation of the Personality of Godhead, and 
thus it is the full representation of transcendental knowledge and 
religious principles. 
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